
Orthodontist

ABO-Board Certified
Orthodontist

Undergraduate 
Program 

(2-4 years)

Dental School 
(3-4 years) Pass Licensing 

Examinations 

Acceptance to 
competitive, 

CODA� Accredited 
Orthodontic Program

Completion of 
CODA� Accredited 

Orthodontic Program 
(2-3 years)

Completion of 
ABO Written 
Examination

Completion of 
ABO Clinical 
Examination

Certification 
Renewal Every 

10 Years

The ABO Board Certification Process
ABO Board Certification is a voluntary credential that represents an orthodontist’s personal

and public commitment to the standards of orthodontic care and lifelong learning.

ABOUT THE AMERICAN BOARD 
OF ORTHODONTICS

Founded in 1929, the American Board of 
Orthodontics is partnered with the American 

Association of Orthodontists and is recognized 
by the National Commission on Recognition of 

Dental Specialties and Certifying Boards as 
the national certifying board for Orthodontics 

and Dentofacial Orthopedics.

Dentist

�Commission on Dental Accreditation




